The Role of Asbestos Victims in the Campaign for Asbestos Justice
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People who contract asbestos-related diseases are victims of a global
conspiracy. Their illnesses are due to avoidable occupational and
environmental asbestos exposures, all of which took place after the asbestos
hazard was known. It is reasonable to ask why did asbestos use continue in
the face of mounting evidence regarding its toxic properties.
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Why did industrialists, politicians and civil servants promote asbestos sales,
reject medical warnings and ignore the plight of asbestos victims throughout
most of the 20™ century?
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The answer is simple: MONEY!
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The profits generated by the commercial exploitation of asbestos bought

the asbestos industry many influential friends. Through the dispensation of
funds for political campaigns, scientific projects and research trips, industry
lobbyists were able to create a climate in which the use of asbestos
flourished. And flourish it did as asbestos multinationals like Johns
Manville, Turner & Newall, Eternit, Kubota and James Hardie became
household names in their home countries. They were revered and respected,;
they were so many people said, good employers and public benefactors.
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In the face of so many lies — who would speak the TRUTH? It was left to
asbestos victims to tell an alternative story: one which involved dangerous
working conditions, health and safety short-cuts and shoddy practises that
endangered workers, local people and consumers.
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Asbestos victims knew that most of their workmates died prematurely; they
knew that asbestos debris had been dumped in rivers and on waste ground
and industrial sites.
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From the 1970s, asbestos victims’ groups in countries around the world
began to speak out. In the beginning their efforts focused on local events but
with time they began to collaborate on global initiatives to expose industry’s
propaganda. Having overcome so many hurdles, the victims became the
human face of an industrial disaster.
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As asbestos use declined in Western countries, the industry’s marketing
efforts were concentrated in Asian countries. For this reason, the holding of
the Global Asbestos Congress in Tokyo in 2004 was a major landmark in the
global campaign for asbestos justice. At this event, asbestos victims took
centre stage. Many of you were at that meeting. GAC 2004 was an
affirmation of all the work that had been done by victims in so many
countries.
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It is, | believe, no coincidence that just a few months after the GAC 2004,
the Kubota Shock exploded Japan’s epidemic of asbestos disease onto the
public consciousness. There was now no turning back. Asbestos victims had
fought their way into the Japanese media and would no longer be denied.

200 4FERFEEFHETIE, L EADEXIZBWTHEHEEIZL - T
RINDTNTOIEED, 1T-oZ2 D EMMMEHDL D ERD LD
Td, 2004FEHEEFEOEIIH ARICEZ o T2< IR K -
av I >N, BRICBITAT ARZ MEEHRENSE S BAL TV
HTED, ZTOEROANROEMEBEBRIZML LDl a2, kL
THERIRTITRWVWERIIEFE L TWET, & 9 FMERHIIZ2WVWTL X 9
o T ANRXMEREIZ, HROAT 4 TIZHBWE LR ERNH T
HEOHE L, LT, BIFREAIND Z LTV TL XL D,

There is much work left to do in Japan, Asia and around the world. But it is

appropriate to reflect on the huge strides which have been made in our
campaign for asbestos justice and acknowledge the role played by the
victims in this battle. The struggle continues.
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